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Cool temperatures and rain throughout lowa kept fields from drying out enough for fieldwork during the week
ending April 7, 2019, according to USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service. Statewide there was just
0.8 day suitable for fieldwork. Fieldwork activities were limited with some farmers spreading manure and
applying dry fertilizer on fields able to support the equipment.

Topsoil moisture levels rated 0 percent very short, O percent short, 44 percent adequate and 56 percent surplus.
Subsoil moisture levels rated 0 percent very short, O percent short, 46 percent adequate and 54 percent surplus.
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Days Suitable and Soil Moisture Condition as of April 7, 2019

Districts Last Last
Item State
NW NC NE wC c EC sw scC SE Week | Year
(days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days)
Days suitable ........... 0.4 0.2 11 0.4 0.8 1.9 0.7 0.4 1.0 0.8 0.3 0.8
(percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent)
Topsoil moisture
Very short ............ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
Short .eeeeiis 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7
Adequate ............. 27 57 46 57 53 49 25 23 41 44 38 76
Surplus .....cceeenee 73 43 54 43 47 51 75 7 59 56 62 15
Subsoil moisture
Very short ............ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3
Short .eeeeiis 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 12
Adequate ............. 26 40 63 51 56 36 32 39 72 46 43 77
Surplus .....cceeeene 74 60 37 49 44 64 68 61 28 54 57 8
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IOWA PRELIMINARY WEATHER SUMMARY

Provided by Justin Glisan, Ph.D., State Climatologist
lowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship

April’s first week was wetter than normal across lowa’s northwest quadrant with the rest of state experiencing
unseasonably dry conditions; measurable rain was reported every day. Temperatures were generally above
average by two to three degrees, though cooler in the southeast corner. A series of weak cold fronts moved through
lowa at the beginning of the week, the first of which occurred late Monday (1%) into Tuesday (2"%) morning.
Much of lowa saw measurable rainfall from another frontal passage on Wednesday (3'). Rainfall totals through
7:00 am on Thursday (4") were above one inch at eight stations in northwest lowa; Storm Lake (Buena Vista
County) reported 1.73 inches. Daytime temperatures cooled into the mid-40s across northern lowa. Friday (5'")
was warm with highs in the upper 50s and lower 60s. Rain fell across northern lowa overnight into Saturday (6",
which was the week’s warmest day. Highs were 15 to 20 degrees warmer than average, reaching into the upper
70s in southern lowa. A low pressure system moved through lowa Saturday night into Sunday (7). Dubuque
(Dubuqgue County) reported 0.75 inches of rain. Thundershowers reformed in eastern lowa on Sunday evening.
Preliminary rainfall totals for the week averaged 0.54 inches, while the normal is 0.65 inches. Atlantic (Cass
County) and Sac City (Sac County) observed the week’s high of 78 degrees on the 6", on average 20 degrees
above normal. Denison (Crawford County) and Little Sioux (Harrison County) reported a low of 16 degrees on
the 1%, 15 degrees below average. Orange City (Sioux County) reported the highest rainfall total of the week at
2.35 inches. Four-inch soil temperatures have warmed into the mid to upper 50s across the southern two-thirds
of lowa; soil temperatures in northern lowa are in the upper 40s and lower 50s.
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| Temperature and Precipitation Maps, courtesy of the Midwestern Regional Climate Center, are available at: http://mrcc.isws.illinois.edu/CLIMATE/ |
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